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its first moments. At Neuve Chapelle he had used
the barrage, now he made use of cloud gas.
There was every reason to believe that the
Germans, although they themselves had intro-
duced the new method of destruction a few months
before, had no knowledge we were about to follow
their example, and that they would be caught
unprepared. Nor were those hopes disappointed.
Under cover of the gas cloud the British troops
swept over the German defences and reached,
with little loss, their first objective on almost the
whole extent of the line. Then came the crisis
of the battle. The first impetus of the attack was
dying down. German resistance was stiffening,
and German reinforcements were being hurried
to the weakened line. With fresh troops thrown
promptly into the battle, the wave of attack could
be carried onward before the Germans could
reorganise. In anticipation of just such a crisis
Haig had urged on the Commander-in-Chief that
the reserves should be placed at his own disposal,
or at least brought so far forward as to be readily
available. Both requests had been refused. In
bitter impatience, he now saw the precious
minutes passing, night drawing on and the reserve
divisions still far distant, struggling forward
through the congested battle area. The afternoon
wore on ; already from the front line there came
ominous reports of an impending German coun-
ter-attack, and the heads of the reserve divisions
were only now arriving* All hope of renewing the
attack that day had to be abandoned. The